
Refugee Summer Reading Assessment 

After reading the book “Refugee,” choose questions from below to answer. The questions for Key Idea, Details, and Craft and Structure must be answered in 

paragraph format with a minimum of 3 sentences. Make sure that you are answering the questions in complete sentences and using textual evidence to 

support your answers. 

Key Ideas and Details ( Choose 3 questions to answer) 

• Discuss the reasons that Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud’s families leave their homes. What are the situations in each of their lives that force them to flee? 

How are their situations similar and how are they different?  

• What is the theme of this book as expressed through the central characters? What do you feel is the most important idea in each of these stories? 

Provide examples in the plot of each story to support your ideas.  

• Discuss the personalities of each of these young people: Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud. In what ways do each of them have to take charge of their families’ 

plights at different points in their story? Describe the points at which each young person has to act as an adult.  

• How do the parents in each of these families change in the course of their journeys? Compare the fathers and mothers of Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud, 

and discuss the ways that events in each story shape their responses to their situation.  

• Compare the method of travel for each of these refugee families. How does Josef’s sea voyage compare to those of Isabel and Mahmoud? What is the 

most threatening part of each of these voyages and how do those threats create obstacles for the families as they travel?  

Craft and Structure (Choose two questions to answer) 

• Josef says, “It was like they were invisible . . . people chose not to see them.” (p. 18) How does this simple statement reflect his experience on the train 

in Nazi Germany. Why do the people ignore them? Compare his experience to Mahmoud’s when he says, “They only see us when we do something they 

don’t want us to do.” (p. 214)  

• Why do you think the author chose to tell these three stories in alternating chapters? What is the effect on the reader of moving back and forth between 

the stories from different periods of history?  

• Who are the helpful people in each of these three journeys? Why do others treat the refugees with meanness and disrespect? How do these experiences 

affect each of the families and lead to the survival of certain family members?  

• How does the author develop the point of view of each of the characters? What is the impact of seeing how many days each character has been away 

from home at the start of each section? How do the stories of these three children intersect in the end, even though they are separated by many years?  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (Choose 1 question to answer. These questions are in depth and they require a research. The questions MUST be 

answered in a short essay.  

• Listen to the audiobook of Refugee. What is the experience of hearing the main characters speak rather than reading their words on the page? How does 

your perception of these stories change when you hear them narrated in a recording? After listening to the main characters speak, who do you relate 

the most and how does the character represents one of the IB learner profiles. (This question is optional for the students that would like to listen to the 

audiobook.) 



• Compare the stories of Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud to others you have read about refugee children. There are many stories of Holocaust victims like 

Josef and his family, but fewer that recount events that are more recent, such as the war in Syria. Compare the experience of Mahmoud’s family to one 

described in a Time Magazine article: http://time.com/a-syrian- refugee-story/ Which IB learner profile can be applied to the families and why? 

• Research the history of the three dictators in these stories — Adolf Hitler, Fidel Castro, and Bashir al-Assad. Discuss how the policies and beliefs of these 

leaders have affected the lives of the characters in each story. Are the lives of the people in each of these places still the same today or have their lives 

improved?  

 

Key Idea and Details & Craft and Structure Questions Rubric 

Criteria Mastery 5 Proficient 4 Approaching Proficient 3 Progressing 2 Not Yet Met 1 
 
 
 
 
 
Response 

Complete and appropriate 
response with sophisticated 
examples and elaboration 

(i.e. support/proof, analysis, 
evaluation) 

 
The answer is written in 

paragraph format and it has 
a minimum of 3 sentences. 

Appropriate response with 
strong 

examples/explanation, 
lacking thoughtful 
elaboration (i.e. 

support/proof, analysis, 
evaluation) 

 
The answer is written in 
paragraph format and it 

has a minimum of 3 
sentences. 

Appropriate response that 
demonstrates basic 

understanding, lacking 
thoughtful examples and 

elaboration. 
 

The answer is somewhat 
written in paragraph 

format and it does not 
contain the minimum 

required. 

Incomplete, little to no 
appropriate content in 

response. 
 

The answer is not 
written in paragraph 

format and it does not 
contain the minimum 

required. 

Not Attempted 
Unintelligible 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas Questions Rubric 

Criteria Mastery 6 Proficient 4 Progressing 2 Not Yet Met 1 

Quality of 
Research 

--All information relevant to 
the question. 
--Sufficient information 
provided to support all 
elements of the question. 
--Research in-depth and the 
beyond the obvious, revealing 
new insights gained. 

--Most information relevant to 
the question. 
--Sufficient information 
provided 
--Research of sufficient depth. 

--Source reliability questionable. 
Omitted information does not 
interfere with ability of reader to 
find the source. 
--Some information relevant to the 
question. 
--Information provided to support 
some elements of topic 
--Surface research. 

--Source reliability questionable. 
Omitted information does not 
interfere with ability of reader to 
find the source. 
--Some information relevant to the 
question. 
--Information provided to support 
some elements of the question 
--Surface research. 

Content --Answer interesting and 
based on appropriate focus 
question 

--Answer based on an 
appropriate question. 

--Answer too broad or narrow 
and/or a poor answer for research. 
--Support for answer barely  
sufficient. 

--Answer too broad or narrow 
and/or a poor answer for research. 
--Support for answer barely 
sufficient. 



--Support for answer complex, 
complete, & in-depth. 
--Clear and appropriate 
organization, with effective 
transitions, introduction, and 
conclusion. 

--Support for answer sufficient, 
but lacking in depth or 
complexity. 
--Organization, transitions, 
introduction, and conclusion 
slightly lacking clarity and/or 
appropriateness. 

--Organization, transitions, 
introduction, and conclusion lacking 
clarity and/or appropriateness. 

--Organization, transitions, 
introduction, and conclusion lacking 
clarity and/or appropriateness. 

Citations All sources properly cited in 
the essay. 

Some sources properly cited in 
the essay. 

Not all sources properly cited in the 
essay 

Sources not cited. 

 

 


